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            Mission Statement
“Khan Academy offers practice exercises, 

instructional videos, and a personalized learning 
dashboard that empower learners to study at 

their own pace in and outside of the classroom. 
We tackle math, science, computer programming, 

history, art history, economics, and more. Our 
math missions guide learners from kindergarten 

to calculus using state-of-the-art, adaptive 
technology that identifies strengths and learning 
gaps. We've also partnered with institutions like 
NASA, The Museum of Modern Art, The California 

Academy of Sciences, and MIT to offer 
specialized content.”

Dr. Buffington



Accessing this Slideshow
1. Go to http://hobart.schoolwires.com    

2. On the left side under “Announcements,” pick up your link for this presentation: 

Making the Most of The Khan Academy.  

http://hobart.schoolwires.com


Accessing The Khan Academy

To access the Khan Academy, go to www.khanacademy.org  

Dr. Buffington

http://www.khanacademy.org


Subjects/Test Prep Offered

Dr. Buffington



                     Practical Logistics 
1. Learn from our mistakes, and ensure that all of your 

students and staff are on the same page.  
2. If we are truly going to utilize this program with 

fidelity, we must focus on streamlining and on 
ensuring that all involved parties are on the same 
page.

3. Like many of you, we need a new plan to ensure that 
we are proactive and helping to make the most of 
this program. 

Dr. Buffington



Some of Our Mistakes:
1. We didn’t start the school year off with a systematic approach. 
2. Showed people how to make accounts but had no concept of linkage between Khan Academy and 

College Board as we awaited on scores. 
3. Teachers unaware that the accounts could easily be linked. 
4. We were too late in the game to take full advantage of the program. 
5. Teachers were using the diagnostics but weren’t having students import the PSAT or SAT data to 

provide students with differentiated and personalized test prep.
6. In hindsight, Guidance should have governed over students with the creation of student username 

accounts and information (at least usernames). Perhaps a survey could help fix this dilemma. 
7. We now have incoming freshmen with linked accounts, but our juniors didn’t have the information 

needed to take advantage of the program due to trying to get into every classroom to demonstrate 
how to accomplish the task. 

8. The majority of teachers weren’t “in the know” in regards to what Khan Academy can offer. 
Dr. Buffington



College Board Account and Khan Academy:
Linked or Not Linked- Two Paths

1. College Board accounts LINKED up with Khan Academy accounts. 

OR

2. If a College Board account IS NOT LINKED UP with the Khan Academy 
account, the students would need to rely on the provided diagnostics 
provided from the 4 practice tests to help gauge strengths and 
weaknesses in an individualized learning plan. 

Dr. Buffington



SAT Prep: Exploring the Two Path Options
1. Look under the “Test Prep Section” 
2. Click on the SAT tab
3. Notice how you are provided with the opportunity to sign in to collegeboard.com. 

Students with a College Board account can link up their PSAT/SAT data with their Khan 
Academy account to receive differentiated and specified test prep in the areas that they 
need improvement. 

4. Or, students who have not taken the PSAT may click on the blue hyperlink to complete 
their first practice test.  The completion of these practice tests can additionally provide 
students with differentiated instructional opportunities to improve in the areas that 
they test low in. **The tests must be taken in order. Students will not be able to do the 
math portion before taking the reading. 



Linking up College Board Accounts with Khan Academy
1. College Board highly suggests that we have students use a non-school email address. 
2. We would highly encourage that students use Gmail accounts.  If students use a personal account or something of 

the like, we need to communicate the importance of these usernames being professional.  Example: hotmama1999 
may not personify the professionalism that we want to help them to embody (College and Career Readiness).  

3. We could also talk to students about having a separate email account that they can use for 
educational/professional purposes.  Oftentimes, important information can be lost amongst the masses of spam 
emails, coupons, etc. 

4. Talk with students about the importance of using proper and appropriate usernames that represent them in a 
professional manner - College & Career Readiness. 

5. Sample: First Name + Last Name + Appropriate Number Combinations = Good Idea for Email Address. 
6. Learn from our mistakes:  You need to streamline the approach taken within your school system to ensure that you 

are being proactive about helping students manage these accounts.  For privacy-sake, College Board does not 
permit schools having access to the student’s information. Ensure your technology department, guidance 
counselors, administrators, and teachers (District-wide) are all on the same page with the creation of these 
College Board accounts. 



Other Options:
1. What if I haven’t taken the PSAT or SAT yet?
2. What if I have incoming students who haven’t taken the test(s) 

yet? 
3. What’s another way to offer students differentiated 

instructional opportunities?
4. Answer = Practice Tests, Diagnostic Quizzes, or How-To Videos



Practice Exams
1. There are 4 full-length practice exams. The full-length exams are under the “Full Test” tab. 
2. Each practice exam must be taken in order.  
3. There is a 52 question Reading question, a 44 question Writing and Language section, a 20 

question Math (no calculator) section, a 38 question (with calculator) Math section, and an 
optional 50 minute Essay. 

4. Again, the completion of these practice tests can provide students with data that can be used 
to help them identify their areas of strength and weakness. For the teacher, this means that 
students will receive opportunities to receive differentiated instruction. 

*Tip* Ensure that English teachers schedule due dates so that Math teachers can have their 
students complete the Math portions of the exam when desired. If you do not schedule due dates, 

your students CANNOT complete the Math exams! 





Diagnostic Quizzes & How-To Quizzes
1. Students can Link their SAT, PSAT/NMSQT®, PSAT 10, or PSAT 8/9 results. Again, College 

Board accounts would need to be linked up for this to happen.  

OR

2. Students can complete your diagnostic quizzes to set your current skill levels.  The diagnostic 
quizzes are under the “Practice” Tab.  

3. 4 Math quizzes and 4 Reading and Writing Diagnostic Quizzes can be taken.  The results of 
each quiz will help formulate differentiated instruction that is specific to each student’s 
needs. 

4. Students may also choose from a full list of practice questions and How-To videos for each 
section of the exam. Some videos are better than other videos. Many videos aren’t too long. 

5. See next slides for examples. 



Practice Quizzes



Practice Questions & How-To Videos



Tips & Planning



Example of Linking up College Board Accounts with Khan Academy

The following slides show step-by-step screenshots as I 
linked up a student’s College Board Account with their 
Khan Academy account.  By following these slides, you 
will be able to see how the progression works from a 

student’s perspective. 



Signing a Student Up: From Their Perspective



























SAT aside, How About The Khan 
Academy As a Curricular Tool for 

Any K-12 Teacher?
Dr. Buffington



The Teacher as the Coach-The Curricular Aspect of Khan
1. What if we aren’t looking at the independent learning 

practice from the diagnostics?  What if we are looking 
to Khan Academy curricularly? 

2. You can be their coach! 
3. Example: In our Math SpringBoard curriculum, the 

Online Teacher Resources provide us with a list of 
video links to the Khan Academy that supplement the 
curriculum. 







Instructional Gaps Curricularly
1. Flipped Classroom & The 4 Pillars of Flipped Learning 
2. I do. We do. You do. 
3. Khan Academy = Free Tutor at Home.

Dr. Buffington

http://www.slu.edu/Images/cttl/flipped%20graphic_reinertcenter.jpg
http://www.flippedlearning.org/review
http://www.slu.edu/Images/cttl/flipped%20graphic_reinertcenter.jpg
http://www.slu.edu/Images/cttl/flipped%20graphic_reinertcenter.jpg
http://www.sjboces.org/doc/Gifted/GradualReleaseResponsibilityJan08.pdf
http://www.sjboces.org/doc/Gifted/GradualReleaseResponsibilityJan08.pdf
http://www.sjboces.org/doc/Gifted/GradualReleaseResponsibilityJan08.pdf


How We Used Khan Academy at the Middle School Level
1. To motivate my students to work on this outside of class, they would receive 1 

bonus point for every 2000 points earned on activities in Khan.  To earn points, 
students have to show mastery at grade-level skills. To show mastery, students 
either have to get 3-5 answers correctly in a row. 

2. This was our first time using Khan, and I wanted them practicing at home. 
3. Next year we will use it in class as our bellringer and I will make 

recommendations they have to complete weekly.
4. DO NOT think of these bonus points as grade inflation - students ARE learning!

Ms. MacDonald



What We Learned as the Classroom Coach (Teacher)

● If the practice is too hard for the student, Khan has hints and video 
links to assist the student.  Kids LOVE this!! 

● Students must get 3 questions in a row correct on the practice with 
no hints to master the skill.

● It can be used in class to supplement classroom instruction.
● Students’ PSAT 8/9 scores can be linked and will provide additional 

individualized practice.

Ms. MacDonald





Your Plan Options: 
When Will You Start Using the Khan Academy During the School Year? 

Independent Practice

1. Link your CollegeBoard account OR
2. Take the Practice Tests
3. We recommend that you do at least one of 

these two things RIGHT off the bat. 

*Tip: Consider having Guidance Counselors go into 
English classes to set-up accounts.*

Classroom Curriculum

1. Teacher must create a profile 
2. Teacher must create a class. 
3. Teacher is provided with a code. 
4. Students go to khanacademy.org/coaches.  Once 

logged in, students are asked to add a coach.  
They type the provided code in the box.  Then, 
students click “Join Class”

*Tip: Find your IT person or a teacher using the Khan 
Academy.  Learn how to create a profile and a class so 

that you can start using the program immediately.*

Dr. Buffington

https://www.khanacademy.org/login?continue=https%3A//www.khanacademy.org/coaches
https://www.khanacademy.org/login?continue=https%3A//www.khanacademy.org/coaches
https://www.khanacademy.org/login?continue=https%3A//www.khanacademy.org/coaches


The Khan Academy Resource Hub
    Khan Academy Teacher Portal

Dr. Buffington

https://www.khanacademy.org/educator



